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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

IAT has seen organizing series
of activities at Bengaluru and
at all 22 district chapters
indicating the interest and
involvement of members.
DAESI programmes are
running in eight district
chapters explains the same
that all the life members and
Executive Committee and
Managing Committee members of Central Chapter
and District Chapters are contributing their valuable
time for farmers welfare activities.

The event on the Free Trade Agreement :
Protecting the Interest of Indian Agribusiness was a
large success with an enrolment of more than 250
participants. IAT could gather all export
organizations working on Agricultural Commodities
Export. The Workshop on 'Beekeeping' made the
entrepreneurs successfully create the network of
beekeepers. Similarly, the Farmers Day on December
23rd was a memorable event as Hon'ble Minister for
Agriculture Sri. N. Cheluvaraya swamyji honoured 4
Padmashree Awardee Farmers at IAT. The
celebration of Foundation Day, Special General Body
Meeting, Annual General Body Meeting was also
organized with grand celebration and deliberations.

The TAT SONG' and “NEW IAT LOGO”
were approved in the General Body. And this would
be a landmark in the IAT journey. I as a President on
behalf of all members of IAT express our gratitude to
Sri.Channappa Angadi, Assistant Director of
Agriculture, Dharwad for writing the lyrics of IAT
song and artists who sung the song with music I am
extremely happy that maximum number of M.C.
members attend all the IAT activities. The High
Density Planting System in Cotton and Plant Nursery
activity of Raichur chapter is a role model to all
district chapters. I conclude my message by seeking
similar cooperation from all in future days.

Remembering the Visionary:

Dr. H.R. Arakeri

Founder, Institute of Agricultural
Technologists (IAT), Bengaluru

The 5th Management Committee meeting of the
Institute of Agricultural Technologists (IAT) began
with floral tributes to its illustrious founder, Dr.
Arakeri was not just an agricultural scientist but an
institution builder who shaped the course of
agricultural education, research, and
administration in India.

A Life Dedicated to Indian Agriculture

Dr. H.R. Arakeri's distinguished career spanned
several landmark positions that defined post-
independence agricultural growth:

1. Former Director of Agriculture, Karnataka: As
Director, he spearheaded extension reforms and
introduced scientific farming practices to
thousands of farmers across the state. His field-
oriented approach bridged the gap between
research labs and farmers' fields.

2. Former Vice-Chancellor, UAS Bengaluru:
During his tenure as VC, UASB strengthened
its position as a premier agricultural university.
He emphasized curriculum reforms, farmer-
scientist linkages, and infrastructure
development that still benefit students today.

3. Former Chairman, ASRB: As Chairman of the
Agricultural Scientists Recruitment Board, he
ensured transparency and merit in recruiting
India's top agricultural talent, strengthening
ICAR's scientific cadre

4. Chairman, First Commission on Agriculture:
His leadership of the First Commission on
Agriculture laid the policy foundation for
integrating technology, credit, and markets into
Indian farming systems.
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Seminar on Protecting the interest
of Indian agri business

The Institution of Agricultural
Technologists (IAT), Bengaluru, in collaboration
with the Karnataka Agribusiness Development
Corporation (KABDC) and KAPPEC, jointly
organized a one-day technical workshop on “FTA:
Protecting the Interest of Indian Agribusiness” on
12th September 2025.

The workshop provided an effective
platform for eminent speakers, trade experts,
researchers, agribusiness professionals, and
postgraduate students to deliberate on the emerging
challenges and opportunities arising from Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) and their impact on
Indian agriculture. The technical sessions focused
on critical issues such as tariff structures,
export—import promotion, institutional support
mechanisms, GMO crop imports, dairy trade
concerns, and India's strategic positioning in global
agricultural negotiations.

Dr. A.B. Patil, President of IAT, delivered
the keynote address and emphasized the
importance of strengthening international networks
to promote exports of indigenous agricultural
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products. Sri C.N. Shivaprakash, Managing
Director, KAPPEC, Bengaluru, in his inaugural
address, highlighted the importance of beekeeping
as a profitable subsidiary occupation in agriculture
and explained various government subsidy
schemes available for farmers.

The workshop was graced by distinguished Chief
Guests Dr. Balu Kenchappa, Former Chief General
Manager, Reserve Bank of India, and Dr. H. K.
Shivakumar, CEO, KABDC and General Manager,
KAPPEC, Bengaluru, who shared valuable insights
on trade policy, agribusiness development, and
institutional interventions.

Nearly 250 participants, including
academicians, policymakers, industry
representatives, and students, actively participated
in the deliberations. Based on the discussions and
expert inputs, IAT compiled and submitted a set of
recommendations to the Government of India and
the Government of Karnataka, aimed at protecting
Indian agribusiness interests while engaging
effectively with global trade frameworks.
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Workshop on the eve of World Food Day-2025
“Beekeeping: Healthy Foods for Better Future”

The Institution of Agricultural
Technologists (IAT), Bengaluru, in collaboration
with the Department of Horticulture, Rainforest
Alliance, UAS Bengaluru, IAFT, GGGC, EMPRI,
Beekeepers Association and KAPPEC successfully
organized a One-Day Workshop-cum-Exhibition
on the eve of World Food Day—2025 on the theme
“Beekeeping: Healthy Foods for Better Future” on
30 October 2025 at IAT, Bengaluru.

The Programme was inaugurated by Sri
C.N. Shiva Prakash, Managing Director, KAPPEC,
emphasized that beekeeping has emerged as a
highly promising subsidiary enterprise capable of
generating sustainable supplementary income for
farmers with relatively low investment. He
informed participants that the Government of India
is extending subsidies of up to [J15 lakh for
promoting scientific beekeeping enterprises and
urged farmers and rural youth to make effective use
of these opportunities.

Dr. A.B. Patil, who presided the inaugural
session highlighted the efforts of Bee Keepers and
said that the consumption of honey needs to be
increased and youngsters from rural areas need to
take up bee keeping as their profession.

A major attraction of the event was the
conferring of the Lifetime Achievement Award on
renowned bee expert Sri S.M. Shanthaveeraiah of
Hiriyur, Chitradurga, in recognition of his
outstanding contribution to apiculture development
in Karnataka. In addition, five farmers namely Dr.
Madhukeshwar Hegde of Sirsi, Uttara Kannada, Sri
Apoorva B.V. of Hive Trust, Bengaluru, Smt.
Geetha Rajappa, Karnataka Apiaries, Bengaluru,
Sri. Chandrashekar, Kalasa, Chikkamagaluru and
Sri. M. Prajwal, Dakshina Kannada were felicitated
with the Best Achiever Award for their outstanding
achievements in beekeeping.

The programme strengthened the
beekeeping sector through technical sessions by
experts. Dr. R.N. Kenchareddy highlighted key
challenges and management practices for
sustainable honey production, while Dr. K.S.
Jagadish emphasized the role of bee pollination in
improving crop productivity. Dr. Badri Prasad P.R.
explained the health benefits of honey and hive
products. Experts also shared insights on honey
quality certification, marketing initiatives like
Jhenkara, and practical experiences in beekeeping.
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57" Foundation Day Celebrated by Institution
of Agricultural Technologists

The Institution of Agricultural
Technologists (IAT), Bengaluru, celebrated its 57th
Foundation Day and Felicitation Programme for
Senior Agricultural Technologists on 18th
December 2025 with enthusiasm and professional
spirit. The event recognised the valuable
contributions of agricultural scientists,
technologists and extension workers who have
significantly contributed to the development of
agriculture in Karnataka and India.

The programme brought together retired
officers, life members, academicians, agricultural
professionals, and young technologists, reflecting
IAT's continued commitment to strengthening the
agricultural community and promoting scientific
agriculture.

The event commenced with a welcome
address by Sri Yogesh G.H., Secretary, IAT
Bengaluru, who highlighted the institution's legacy
and vision. Floral tributes were offered to the
founder Dr. H.R. Arakeri and other pioneers of IAT
in recognition of their service to the farming
community.
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A major highlight was the release of the
Institutional Song of the Agricultural Technologists
Association, composed by Sri Channappa Angadi,
symbolising unity and professional pride among
agricultural technologists.

During the programme, Sri C.S. Patil, Joint
Secretary, introduced distinguished life members
and acknowledged their contributions to
agricultural extension, sustainable farming, farmer
empowerment, and rural development.

The inaugural address was delivered by Dr.
A. Rajanna, Former Director of Agriculture and
Past President of AT, who emphasised sustainable
agriculture, climate resilience, and the need to
preserve IAT's autonomy.

Presided over by Dr. A.B. Patil, President,
IAT, the programme included felicitation of 60
senior agricultural technologists and concluded
with a vote of thanks reaffirming commitment to
farmer welfare and agricultural advancement.
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National Farmers Day — 2025 Celebrated
at IAT Bengaluru

IAT in collaboration with Samanvaya trust
and Food Chain Campaign Organised a National
Farmers Day on 23" December 2025 at IAT
Bengaluru. Programme was Inaugurated by
Hon'ble Agriculture Minister Sri N.
Chaluvarayaswamy. The Honorable Minister, in his
speech, described the role of farmers as the
backbone of the country's economy and explained
the importance of farmer-friendly policies and
innovative agricultural technologies. He said that
honoring the achievers in the agricultural sector
will inspire the youth.

The gathering was welcomed by Smt.
Sumanagala K.H., Samanvaya Trust, who
highlighted the importance of recognising farmers
as the backbone of the nation. Dr. A.B. Patil,
President, IAT, introduced the programme and
emphasised the need to strengthen agriculture
through technology, innovation, value addition,
and youth participation.
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The Farmers who have made immense
achievements in the field of agriculture were
felicitated and honoured at the program. The
honorees included Padma Shri awardees Shri
Harekala Hajabba, Shri Mahalinga Nayak, Shri
Abdul Khader Nadakattin, and Shri Satyanarayana
Beleri. Rajyotsava awardees Dr. Hittalamani (Retd.
Additional Director of Horticulture) and Shri M.C.
Rangaswamy, a progressive farmer from
Arakalgud taluk, were also honoured. Dr. M.J.
Chandre Gowda, ATARI, Bengaluru, introduced
the awardees.

The program was attended by more than
200 farmers, office bearers and members of the
Food Chain Campaign, Samanvaya Trust and the
Institute of Agricultural Technologists across
karnataka.
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IAT in collaboration with Extension Education
Centre Lingsugur organized a farmers’ workshop at
Godouru on improved cultivation practices for tur,
cotton, and chilli crops. Experts including Dr. B.V.
Patil, Dr. Bheemanna, Dr. Satyanarayana, and AT
President Shri R.A. Patil interacted with farmers
and emphasized crop rotation practices for
improving soil health and sustainable productivity.
The programme was led by Dr. Vanishri.

IAT Raichur, University of Agricultural Sciences,
and NEAP jointly planned the launch of the “Roots
Talk” Digital PoP pilot programme for cotton,
chilli, tur, and paddy crops. Scientists including Dr.
Bheemanna, Dr. Prabhuraj, Dr. Ajaykumar, and Dr.
Basavenappa finalized the implementation plans in
consultation with JDA Shri Prakash Chavan for
effective field-level execution of the programme.

S

Raichur Chapter NEWS
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Former Member of Parliament and educationist Dr.
Basavaraj Patil Sedam visited IAT Raichur Chapter
and interacted with IAT members on issues related
to youth employment and sustainable agriculture.
He emphasized the need for safe farming practices
and cautioned farmers about the health risks
associated with excessive chemical usage in
Raichur and Ballari districts. He was felicitated by
Executive Committee members, including Dr. B.V.
Patil and Dr. Bheemanna.

Distinguished experts from MANAGE visited
institution of Agricultural Technogists Raichur
Chapter to understand its activities and outreach
programmes. Mr. Arun from MANAGE and Dr.
V.I. Benagi, vice president appreciated the
chapter’s efforts in bridging agricultural research
with farming communities. During the visit, Dr.
Benagi felicitated Mr. Arun

"Krishi Ankur" Concludes at Merchad:The year-long
“Krishi Ankur” agricultural awareness programme
concluded on 10 September 2025 at Government High
School, Merchad, where IAT Raichur chapter felicitated 9th
standard students for successfully completing the
programme. Merit certificates and cash prizes were awarded
to top-performing students. Dr. B.V. Patil and village elders
appreciated the initiative for encouraging youth to view
farming as a sustainable and profitable career option.
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A training programme on coconut farming
problems and scientific management practices was
organized at College of Horticulture,
Yelachanahalli on 25 November 2025, with
participation of over 100 farmers. Experts
discussed productivity improvement, nutrient and
pest management, intercropping, organic farming
practices, and value addition opportunities in
coconut cultivation. The programme provided
farmers with practical knowledge on sustainable
and profitable coconut farming.

Mysore Chapter NEWS
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National Farmers' Day was observed at District
Agricultural Training Centre, Nagenhalli on 23
December 2025 with participation of scientists,
farmers, and IAT members. The programme
featured discussions on natural farming, organic
farming, sustainable agriculture, and water-use
efficiency, encouraging knowledge sharing and
interaction between researchers and practicing
farmers.

Oeédorr Dow*: meet.google.com/kmw-kvob-syp

World Coconut Day was organized on 02
September 2025 at ICAR-JSS Krishi Vigyan
Kendra by IAT Mysuru Chapter in collaboration
with KVK Sutturu, COH, ICAR-NBAIR, and
Shobhita Nanjagowda Nursery, with participation
of over 100 farmers. The programme included
training on improved coconut production
technologies, biological control of rugose whitefly,
value addition, and a live drone spray
demonstration by NBAIR Bengaluru. Scientists
and experts directly interacted with farmers and
addressed their field-level issues related to coconut
cultivation

An online training series on pest management in
paddy was organized from 14 October to 18
November 2025 through the DATC platform by
IAT Mysore chapter in collaboration with OFRS,
DOA, and COH. The 10-session programme
witnessed active participation from farmers and
covered important technical aspects of paddy pest
management. The recorded sessions have been
made available on the DATC YouTube channel for
the benefit of a wider farming community.
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World Food Day and Rashtriya Mahila Kisan Divas
were observed at District Agricultural Training
Centre, Naganahalli on 16 October 2025. The
programme highlighted food security, soil health,
climate-resilient agriculture, and the contribution
of women in farming. Progressive farm women
shared their success stories, while experts
emphasized Integrated Farming Systems and value
addition opportunities for sustainable livelihoods

Mysore Chapter NEWS
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Members of the Executive Committee of AT
Mysore chapter visited papaya fields in Hunsur
Taluk on 25 October 2025 to assess the incidence of
Papaya Ring Spot Virus. The team interacted with
farmers and discussed crop management practices,
disease control measures, and possible strategies to
minimize crop loss and improve plant health

Kalaburagi Chapter NEWS
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World Food Day 2025 was celebrated at
ICAR-Taralabalu Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Davanagere, with the participation of agricultural
departments, IAT Davanagere and social
organizations. The programme highlighted the
importance of food security, balanced nutrition,
sustainable agriculture, and reducing food waste
under the theme “Hand in Hand for Better Food and
a Better Future.” Experts and dignitaries
emphasized healthy food habits, climate-smart
farming, and the promotion of millets and
traditional foods for better health. The event created
awareness among farmers, students, and
participants on building a healthier and hunger-free
future through collective efforts.

Davanagere Chapter NEWS
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A one-day training programme on “Alternate
Cropping Systems in Arecanut” was organized by
IAT Davanagere in collaboration with
ICAR-Taralabalu KVK and the Departments of
Agriculture and Horticulture at Kondajji, Harihara
Taluk. The programme focused on promoting
diversified and sustainable farming practices in
Arecanut plantations for improving farmers’ income
and resource conservation. Experts delivered
technical sessions on suitable intercrops, soil and
water management, and integrated pest and disease
control. Around 155 farmers, farm women, rural
youth, and extension staff participated and showed
keen interest in adopting scientific and profitable
cropping systems in Arecanut-based farming.

A one-day training programme on “Cultivation, Post-Harvest Management and Home Remedies of
Medicinal Plants” was organized by IAT Davanagere on 29-09-2025 at ICAR Taralabalu Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Davanagere, in collaboration with ICAR-IIHR, Rotary Club and ICAR-TKVK, sponsored by
NMPB, Ministry of AYUSH. The programme was attended by 145 farmers, farm women, SHG members
and students. Experts highlighted the importance, market potential and livelihood opportunities of
medicinal plants. Technical sessions covered scientific cultivation practices, improved varieties, value
addition, and enterprise development. Participants were also trained on post-harvest management practices
and preparation of home remedies for common ailments. Government schemes and subsidies related to
medicinal plant cultivation were explained in detail. Lemon grass seedlings were distributed to participants,
and the programme created awareness and motivation toward medicinal plant-based sustainable farming
and income generation.
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Krishi TANTRAJNA Chitradurga Chapter News Sept. 2025 to Feb. 2026

1. Training Programme on Importance of Nano Urea and Nano DAP

Date: 12 September 2025A one-day training programme on the Importance of Nano Urea and Nano
DAP was jointly organized by IFFCO, Chitradurga and IAT Regional Chapter, Chitradurga. The
programme aimed to create awareness among fertilizer dealers and extension personnel regarding the
benefits and efficient use of Nano Urea and Nano DAP.The programme was attended by eminent dignitaries
including Dr. C. Narayanaswamy, State Marketing Officer, IFFCO, Bengaluru; Sri B. Manjunath, Joint
Director of Agriculture, Chitradurga; Dr. Parashuram Chandravamshi, Senior Scientist and Head, ICAR-
KVK, Hiriyur; Sri Katta Srinivasa Reddy, President, IAT-RC, Chitradurga; and other officials from the
Department of Agriculture and IFFCO. More than 100 participants attended the programme and benefited
from the technical deliberations.

2. Women in Agriculture Day - Felicitation of Best Woman Farmer

Date: 04 December 2025As part of Women in Agriculture Day 2025, IAT Regional Chapter, Chitradurga
recognized and felicitated the Best Woman Farmer of the District involved in Integrated Farming Systems
(IFS).Mrs. Kavitha, wife of Sri P. Srinivas of Hiriyur, was selected for the award and was presented with a
cash prize of 110,000 and a certificate of appreciation. The award was instituted by Prof. V.
Veerabhadraiah, Retired Director of Extension, UAS Bengaluru, in memory of his wife, Late Smt. Uma
Veerabhadraiah.The programme was presided over by Sri B. Manjunath, President, IAT-RC, Chitradurga.
Prof. V. Veerabhadraiah, Dr. Kumar (Deputy Director, Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Sciences), and Sri
Bhojanna (Deputy Director, Sericulture) attended as chief guests. The event witnessed active participation
of farmers, particularly women farmers, along with IAT members and office bearers.

3. Celebration of Foundation Day, World Food Day and
26th Annual General Meeting

Date: 27 October 2025The 27th Foundation Day of IAT Regional Chapter, Chitradurga, along with World
Food Day 2025, was celebrated successfully. Dr. Saraswathi from KVK, Babbur delivered a special lecture
on the World Food Day theme, “Hand in Hand for Better Food and a Better Future.”More than 100 members
participated in the event. Following the celebration, the 26th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the chapter
was conducted, wherein various organizational matters and future activities were discussed.
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Congratulations Dr. N. Devakumar Sir For prestigious award
(Dr. M.S. Swaminathan Award for environment protection 2025)

Scan for Video
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Honouring DrV S PATIL Bon Voyage
Retd. Prof of Agronomy 97 year old SAMANVAYA trust Bengaluru Dr Prabhakar Shetti Sir .
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